Cairney School 
Child Protection Policy (synopsis)
‘All children and young people have the right to be cared for and protected from harm and abuse and to grow up in a safe environment in which their rights are respected and their needs met.’ National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland 2010
The practice and procedures followed at Cairney School relate directly to Aberdeenshire Education and Children’s Services child protection policies and procedures and the National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland. 

There are 4 indicators of risk: 
· Physical abuse

· Neglect

· Sexual abuse

· Emotional abuse

Indicators of risk includes Child Sexual Exploitation, Trafficking and Female Genital Mutilation, Forced Marriage.
There are 3 key questions in Child protection:

· Is this child or young person at immediate risk?

· What is placing this chid at immediate risk?

· What needs to happen to remove this risk now?

If the answer to the first question is yes then Child Protection protocols must be followed immediately. 

The designated Child Protection Coordinator for Cairney School is the Head Teacher.  If a member of staff has any concerns relating to a child at risk from any form of abuse, the following procedure is followed:

1. Any concerns are immediately discussed with the Head Teacher or in the absence of the Head Teacher, the Head Teacher of Forgue School.  
2. If there is any doubt or disagreement about the need for referral to Social work, an informal discussion with Social Work colleagues about the circumstances of the child causing concern will take place.  Child protection concerns over ride any confidentiality concerns and information must be passed on.

3. Where it is judged that there is evidence of risk or where there is potential danger to a child, then the matter will be taken forward as a Child Protection Concern and contact will be made with the Social Work Service and also the Police if necessary. 

4. The Social Work Service or the Police will then check to determine whether or not they
already know the child/family. Initial enquiries with relevant other agencies will be made to help
inform an initial assessment of risk. In most cases, the child, parent or any other person will not be contacted at this stage by them. 
In Aberdeenshire allegations of child abuse are investigated by specially trained Social Workers
and Police officers who will also liaise with their Education, Learning and Children’s Services and Health colleagues where appropriate
The information gathered from the initial enquiries will be used to review initial assessment of risk and to determine what further action, if any should be taken.
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